
Seminarian Education and Vocations
Discerning a religious vocation demands time, prayer 
and significant self-searching. The Diocese of Amarillo 
is blessed with two seminarians and 10 discerners. 
Funds provided by the UCA help to train and educate 
future priests who will nurture us through the Eucharist, 
teach us through the Word, and serve the spiritual needs 
of God’s people.

Family Life
Every human is created in God’s image and likeness, and 
therefore every human life is sacred. The Diocese of Amarillo 
is working to build a Culture of Life that fosters the dignity 
and respect of all human life from conception until natural 
death. The UCA and other activities help to foster the dignity 
and respect for every human life through the means of prayer 
and worship, public information and education, annual 
Respect Life Walk and Banquet, and pastoral care.
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Dear friends in Christ, 

We find ourselves living in extremely challenging times.  And yet we stand today 
with a profound sense of hope, in the vaccines that will be capable of delivering us 
from the darkness of the pandemic.

As people of Faith, we know God is far greater than this enduring pandemic. He can 
bring nourishment, strength and growth out of whatever comes along to challenge us. 

It is so appropriate that the theme of our United Catholic Appeal this year is “Abound 
in Hope.” For the work of the Diocese of Amarillo in the coming months will indeed 
be to reawaken and strengthen hope as we move out of pandemic and into a genuine 
renewal of the life of the Church in Amarillo and the Texas Panhandle.

In Lent we examine ourselves in regard to our relationship with each other as 
reflecting our relationship with Christ. It is a time of change and conversion of mind 
and heart. Easter is the time of Resurrection and the promise of New Life. It is a time 
of Hope as dry limbs bud leaves and blossoms. It is a time to help all our brothers 
and sisters to blossom as children of God, we do this by serving the spiritual and 
material needs of each other.

I am so grateful for our shared faith and belief in the need for our ministries. I ask 
you to prayerfully consider supporting this splendid work of the Lord.  Thank you for 
your faithfulness, generosity and your patience during this pandemic!

Gratefully in Christ,

    Most Reverend Patrick J. Zurek 
Bishop of Amarillo

Serving the Poor
Catholic Charities of the Texas Panhandle, the social service 
arm of the Diocese of Amarillo, provides services in many of 
the 26 counties across the Texas Panhandle. Providing these 
critical services is a fundamental to who we are as Catholics, 
modeled on the service of Jesus Christ.  In 2020 the UCA 
provided financial resources to Catholic Charities to navigate 
and help them meet the drastically increased requests for aid 
amidst the global pandemic.

“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may 
abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.”  -Romans 15:13 

Home Mission Assistance
The Home Mission assistance provides monthly 
subsidies to our rural parishes. Financial assistance for 
these parishes are used for priests salaries, monthly 
utility bills and catechetical materials. Without this 
assistance they would be unable to maintain a vibrant 
Catholic identity. During the pandemic last year many of 
our rural pastors used social media to provide daily and 
weekly masses for their faithful parishioners. Your 
support will help the 14 parishes to thrive in the Word of 
Jesus.


